All the patients in
were suffering from long continued fever, the nature of which had not been cleared up at the time of the examination of the blood, but none of them at any time presented symptoms which made it at all likely that Malta fever was the disease. It is obvious, therefore, that even with dilutions of 1 in 80 a complete agglutination of micrococcus melitensis is not pathgnomonic of Malta fever, and that the blood of persons suffering from various febrile conditions may have a higher agglutinative power on the micrococcus than that of persons in good health.
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